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President’s Report
Welcome to another
edition of the Wildcare Newsletter. It
seems that this year
is slipping by just as
quickly, if not more
so, than previous
years. I hope that
most of our volunteer
carers are getting a
short reprieve, with
fewer animals coming
into care through the
cooler months.
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I have heard though that there are
already baby birds coming into care
and of course our mammal carers are
still being kept fairly busy.
Thank you to everyone who took the
time to attend the Wildcare AGM in
late June at Nerang. It was great for
members to be able to catch up with
each other and meet others, whom
they often do not get to meet in person. Thank you to Michael Dickinson
who was our guest speaker this year
and who spoke about the wildlife
spotter catcher industry and some
of the issues surrounding non-native
wildlife and the impact on our local
native wildlife.
Following the AGM, the Wildcare
Management Committee has remained much the same, apart from
the role of secretary, which has been
taken on by Danni Bettridge, and a
change of role for Lewis McKillop,
who is now Vice President.. Many
of our active rescuers who are signed
up as a RSPCA Wildlife Hero would
have spoken to Danni at one stage or
another as she is a wildlife dispatcher
in the RSPCA Call Centre.
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By Karen Scott
We welcome Danni to her new role
and are sure that she will be a great
asset to the Committee.
The Management Committee is currently in the process of working its
way through a mountain of administrative paperwork with membership
renewals and permit renewals. We
are now mostly up to date with all
Permit Endorsement requests and
thank everyone for their patience
during this lengthy process.
The Wildcare Annual Report for
2014 has been finalized and is available for download from the Wildcare
website. It was emailed to all members in early July. I encourage you
to take a few minutes to read through
the Report and particularly to read
through the Record Keeping report
which contains not only data for the
past year but also a summary of records for the past ten years. Reading through Kiersten’s report makes
it very clear what an amazing effort
all of our volunteers put in and just
how much we have achieved over
this period.
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NEWS & ACTIVITIES

A Warm Welcome to our New Members
Wildcare Australia welcomed the following new members in April, May & July:
Greg Kulp; Susan and Mark Shaw; Kelly Powell; Karen White; Delmae van Manen & Cindy van Manen; Jan & Mark
Jones; Jenny Hewitson; Carlien Le Lacheur; Joanne Davies & George McGill; Lily Fogg & Peter Brand; Jules Brook &
Dean Mortley; Kaylah Bourke; Jordan Towns; Alessandra Atkinson; Alana Eising; Susan & Thomas McAskill ; Yvonne
Schuetze; Margaret Hannan; James McKeown; Louise & Ashley Smith; Catherine McInnes; Brooke Javens; Michael
Fowler & Fiona Hall; Sampy Stevenson; Jade Patterson & Jon-Pierre Manner; Katy Weterkamp; Donna Silvester; Scott
Wilson & Janine Yaffe; Marie Dolley; Bridie James; Lauren David & Aiden Jones; Morgan Chance; Victoria Peers; Bronwyn Hickey; Renee Hutchins; Kiara Hill & Sonia Hill; Michael Walford & Bridget Franke; Hayden Oxford; Rachel & Alex
Jagodzinski ; Louise & Nigel Bell; Kylie Hibberc; Rebecca Power; Carol Kistler; Kath Rochford; Sapphire & Jonathan
Csik; Jaime Kruusmaa; Jacob Maher; Caitlin Raynor; Tina Walker; Jaide Vidafar; Sebastien Gingras-Daoust & Tamara
Te Amo; Bradley Hallam; Cathey Lovelani; Pat Matthews; Kelly Medhurst & Erik Kershaw; Chantel Meehan; Anke
Martin; Anita Saunders & Monique Saunders; Maxine Hunter; Russell Sharpe & Rae Sharpe; Ishara Udawela; Sharryn
McNeil; Megan McLaren; Zachary Parkes; Carol Wall & Norrie Sanders; Mimi Von Meffe; Nakita Thackwray; Gemma
Asbury; Simon Lewis; Catrin Smith; Sami Allen; Rebecca Cole; Cecile Espigole; Chris Halliwell; Michelle Hood; Melissa
Irwin & Daniel Ritter; Holly Kirkman; Kylie Lawless; Connie Lister & Gavin Manley; Dean Livesey; Craig Madden & Sylviane Donnadieu; Rebecca McLean; Shay McNaughton; Ellen Meelkop; Donna Oakley & Martin Oakley; Vasi Pangaris.
By joining Wildcare Australia you are demonstrating your commitment to the welfare of Australia’s native animals. Please don’t hesitate to get involved in this, your organization. if you are unsure of where
your personal niche may be, contact us and I’m sure we will be able to help you. We hope you have a
long and happy association with Wildcare Australia.
Thank you to all those members who have renewed their Wildcare membership subscription for another year. Your ongoing support is much appreciated.

NEXT ISSUES SUBMISSIONS DATES
Spring - Issue 72: 25th September
Summer - Issue 73: 20th December
Autumn - Issue 74: 20th March
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of Wildcare Australia or of the editors.
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By Tracy Paroz

When making a payment by EFT into the Wildcare bank account, please remember to return
your membership renewal form and confirmation of payment, which identifies the amount paid
and what it is for. These can be emailed through to treasurer@wildcare.org.au which will enable me to
identify your payment, and process your membership or transaction quickly.
As the Wildcare membership grows, the number of transactions in our account is large, and it is
very time consuming to try to work out who deposited the money and what it was for, if I do not have paperwork or an email, or transaction description, that easily identifies the funds and purpose.

Education Report

By Karen Scott

We have already received a great response to the Wildcare workshops scheduled on the
July to December 2014 education calendar and, once again, thank those volunteers who
spend many hours developing and delivering these workshops.
We have already offered several new workshops to members including Fluid Therapy and Incubation of Reptile and Bird Eggs, both of which were well attended.
As a gentle reminder, please let us know as soon as possible if you are unable to attend a training workshop
for which you have registered. Many of our workshops are at capacity and have a waiting list, but we still
have some members who register and do not bother to attend, nor let us know that their circumstances have
changed and they are unable to attend. As a simple courtesy to others eager to attend, please let us know as
soon as you are able, so that we can offer your place to someone else.
Our new colour printer/photocopier has been put to great use over recent months which has resulted in us
being able to offer colour copies of most of our workshop manuals at a reasonable cost.
Our first Junior Activity Day was well attended, with Martin Fingland from Geckoes Wildlife Presentations
delivering an informative and interesting presentation with some of his animals. Both children and adults
alike, thoroughly enjoyed the day. Our next Junior Activity Day is scheduled for 28th September 2014 at
Wacol and we hope to see more of our junior members on the day.

Emails
If you are not receiving regular emails from Wildcare, please check that we have your correct email
address.
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From the Treasurer

NEWS & ACTIVITIES

Information for Registered Carers
A reminder for any Wildcare member holding a Permit Endorsement that your 2013-2014 Endorsement
expired on 30 June 2014. Please ensure that if you
are continuing to rescue and/or care for wildlife under Wildcare, that you have lodged your Permit Endorsement Request. If you do not have a current
Permit, you are not permitted to hold any wildlife.
The process of assessing and issuing Permit Endorsements is a lengthy one and involves the assessment
of several criteria including membership status, rescue activities, education and record keeping requirements. It was great to see this year that most licensed
Wildcare carers requesting a Permit were up to date
with their records to the end of 2013 and many had

already submitted their records to June 2014. This
has been a great help to us in the assessment process,
so thank you for your diligence.
Please ensure that you keep your Permit in a safe
place (but not so safe that you can’t find it when you
need it!) as more and more vet clinics and facilities
are requesting proof that you are a registered wildlife
carer before giving wildlife to people for rehabilitation. It is important that you are aware of this and
have the permit readily available. You will also need
it if you are intending to apply for funding from the
local councils, through their wildlife carer sponsorship programs.

Reptecon
A huge thank you to Pet City at Mt Gravatt for their generous support of Wildcare through the 2014 Reptecon
Reptile Conference.
A number of Wildcare members attended the conference this year and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the
event. It was extremely well organized and the talks were outstanding.
This year Pet City and the Reptecon sponsors raised an amazing $2,600 for Wildcare which will be used to
support Wildcare volunteers in their reptile rescue and rehabilitation activities.
A special thank you to Kim at Pet City for all her hard work in organizing the event and for her continued
support of Wildcare.

6

By Cathy Cope

Are you interested in purchasing a great item for your orphans,
especially possums? We are able to obtain these small animal
beds, that are a good stepping stone for possums transitioning
from pouches to boxes, from a local Gold Coast company.
The Fuzzy Luv (modelled here by Teito) is a great product because you can use it initially lying down, but as your possum
grows you can then suspend it by the convenient hanging clip.
The new style of Fuzzy Luv is a lovely blue/white polka dot design
and is 30cm in size. It has faux sheepskin inside, and the liner
can be removed and reversed to either the fabric or sheepskin
side (making it ideal for either summer or winter), and the entire
unit is machine washable (mine are continually in the washing
machine and haven’t fallen apart in the three years I have been
using them).
The Igloo Livin Bed (30cm) is a brand new product and would be
ideal in your inside aviary as your possum grows and would be
especially useful if you have difficulty fitting a conventional “possum box” into your aviary.
Please contact Cathy at cathy@wildcare.org.au for pricing on
these two items and to register your interest.

Report - AWRC

By Cathy Cope

The Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference held in Hobart at the end of May
2014 was the 9th AWRC and was a milestone event, not only because it had been over
a decade since the first conference in 2003, but because it also meant that the conference had been hosted in every Australian State and Territory.
The venue at the Grand Chancellor in Hobart was wonderful and because it is located right on the water at Constitution Dock, a morning or evening walk was very pleasant
with lots to see.
The conference program included some of the most notable and respected researchers, veterinarians, scientists
and wildlife practitioners in Australia including Dr Anne
Fowler, Dr Shane Simpson (the “Reptile Doctor”), Tiggy
Grillo (Australian Wildlife Health Network), Dr Peggy
Rismiller, Dr James Harris, Dr Howard Ralph and many
more.
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Presentations covered a wide range of topics from Devil
Facial Tumour Disease, Pasture Management for Growing
Kangaroos, Turtle Shell Repair and Reptile Euthanasia,
The Role of the Wildlife Spotter/Catcher, Duckling Rehabilitation and Angel Wing, Wildlife and the Law, Renal
Failure in Eastern Grey Kangaroos, Cat Eradication on
Tasman Island, Ethics and Philosophical Aspects of Wildlife Rehabilitation and so many more topics, that it would
take a full page to list them all.

NEWS & ACTIVITIES

Pet Accessories

NEWS & ACTIVITIES

Report - AWRC
I went to this Conference thinking that I knew a bit about
wildlife rehabilitation, but well aware that I am a relative
newbie in this field and as such prepared to learn more.
My thinking and knowledge was continually challenged
with every session and I came away knowing that you can
never “know it all” when it comes to our native wildlife and
their care.
Just as important as the Conference presentations was the
opportunity to meet, mingle and speak with other rehabilitators from not only Australia but overseas. Not only this
conference but the last eight conferences have increased
the knowledge base of members and fostered networking
that is a part of a significant growing worldwide movement. The Conference theme of New Directions: Accommodating Change certainly was evident at every session
and in the discussions that were held over the absolutely delicious food that had everyone leaving with a slight
“waddle” that would have made a mother duck proud.
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Continued

Property and Wildlife Sanctuary, and the Museum of Old
and New Art. I went to the Marine Discovery Centre and
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon learning more about marine conservation, the dangers facing our marine wildlife
and heading out on the boat to do some scientific research
(albeit a short and chilly trip).
The next Conference will be held in 2016 and is being hosted by Wildlife Victoria. While no definite dates or location
has been set it will probably be near Melbourne. I strongly
urge everyone to watch for information relating to the conference, and if possible to attend. I knew that I would have
a good time and learn a lot about wildlife rehabilitation,
but I was not prepared for how much time I would spend
laughing and how much fun we would have (“Pick up the
Poo” became a favourite catchphrase after Anne Fowler’s
presentation), how many wonderful people I would have
the opportunity to meet and speak with and how proud I
am to be part of an amazing group of people.

We were also given the opportunity to go on a Field Trip to
such diverse locations as the Woodbridge Marine Discovery Centre, Craig Webb’s Raptor Refuge, the Tasmanian
Devil Conservation Centre, the Chauncey Vale Historic

I am a Wildlife Rehabilitator
It’s not just what I do
It’s WHO I AM!

Arriving back at the Marine Research Centre AWRC

AWRC

Woodbridge

View from Grand Chancellor

NEWS & ACTIVITIES

A Special Place

By Ailsa Watson

For many years I have been a member of the Wetlands Sanctuary here at Bli Bli. It is 104 hectares of reserve. It is made up of several forest types and habitats: Emergent Rainforest, Melaleuca or Paperbark Forest
(swamp), Casuarina Forest, Mangrove Forest, mudflats.
Over the past 25 years the area has prospered and numerous bird species now make it their home. We
have Whipbirds, Noisy Pittas, Fruit Pigeons, Nightjars, Brown Cuckoo Doves and various robins, kingfishers,
cuckoos and mistletoe birds, not to mention the Black Cockatoos. There is also a good selection of possums,
water mouse, wallabies, phascogales, feathertail gliders and more.   As it is so isolated and well policed I have
not hesitated to release recovering birds into this area.
There is also an education office (used for environmental teaching) and they are aware of the release of these
birds and they do not hesitate to contact me if they appear to be in trouble. It is lovely to go up there some
days and be visited (but don’t touch) by birds I have released over the years. Because it is so special I have
made a point of monitoring the area when anything is to be released up there, so I can regulate the numbers
and avoid over-crowding.
The reason I am passing on this information and hoping you may visit, is our third sighting (unfortunately by
members of the public not birdos) of a Regent Bower Bird down there just off the boardwalk. What a lovely
bird to add to our already identified 190.
If you are ever up this way on the Sunshine Coast, come out and have a look. It is 1 km from the information
centre down to the river and worth every step down to the pontoon.
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REHABILITATION

Coordinator Reports
POSSUMS - Gold Coast
ByNatalie Rasmussen
I would like to start by welcoming some brilliant new carers to our team. It is so lovely when people
complete their workshops and contact the coordinators to say they are ready to start caring for these
amazing native animals that truly are such a delight to rehabilitate. I am also forever grateful to the
existing carers, who continue to give their time and support to the possums.
Each year it is becoming more and more difficult to place possums, as
people come and go. Understandably lives and situations change where
people can no longer care, or give as much time to particular species.
When I looked back over the annual report, I found such a large number of possums needed our help. Sadly for us, the number is increasing.
I know that as the Gold Coast continues to be developed we will only become busier, with rescues, animals coming in due to disease, domestic
pet attacks, road traumas, poisoning and relocation needs. Educating
the public is a necessity. We as rescuers and carers can lessen the load,
if we teach the public to do the basic tasks of keeping pets in, driving slowly, especially through wildlife zones, and finding more humane
ways to rid the house of animals that maybe considered a pest.
A difficult situation that I have been faced with of late is that of wellmeaning members of the public finding orphans and trying to raise
them themselves. Quite a few possums have come in very malnourished, with poor fur condition and well and truly past release weight.
I find it very sad to watch possums or any wildlife coming into care
in this condition. It is so important that we as carers follow the native
diet for each species, as closely as we possibly can, to give these guys
the second chance that we are here to provide for them. I know how
time consuming it is collecting leaf and making up formulas, but when
I watch them ready for release going back out there in the best condition I can possibly manage for them in captivity, I know that it was all
worth it. So for all the hours, sleepless nights and stressful times many
of you have faced over the past days, months or even years thank you
for giving them a second chance. They need us.... but nowhere near as
much as we need them.

FOR SALE
One wire cage (92cm x 56cm x 66cm) with home-made drey (never
used), water bowl and tube and a branch for climbing. See photo. The
cage is at Burpengary. Please contact Janet, 07 3888 1180, if you are
interested.
One Aniwarmer and Heat Lamp (only used once). Valued at $160.00,
the asking price is $120.00. Pick-up point is Everton Hills. Please contact Maree Green on 0458659852 or maree@mgsdl.com if you are
interested in purchasing these items
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Could it be time for the young to leave home?
- Photo Maria Patterson

REHABILITATION

Coordinator Reports
REPTILES
by Annette Bird
The onset of cooler weather has seen a decline in reptile rescues and subsequently animals
coming into care, allowing our reptile carers a much earned rest. The never-ending tide of
water dragons appears to be waning, with a few of the cooler-tolerant reptiles and amphibians
(Green Tree Snakes, Skinks and Frogs) still getting themselves into trouble. The numbers of
these too, however, are slowly declining with the on-set of winter weather. The majority of
reptiles in care or coming in now will remain in care for the duration of winter.
Some great news: Quade, my seriously head-injured Lace
Monitor male (who was in care for many, many months
following a poor prognosis) has made it. He had serious
skull fractures with terrible neurological issues when he
arrived. He has surpassed all our expectations and was released a few weeks ago. A big thank you to Kelly, who finished off his rehabilitation while I was in hospital. You can
see a couple of Quade’s release pictures below. Outcomes
like this make all the effort worthwhile.
Now to the events:
1) Wildcare Junior Activity Day 11th May 2014.
Well…. What can I say? We were all told not to work with
children or animals, but I am very pleased to report that
there can be an exception to this rule. Recently, Wildcare
hosted a special day for the children and despite the event
coinciding with Mother’s Day, it was very well attended.
This was the first dedicated children’s event for 2014 and
we would love to hear from the children (or mums and
dads) who have any ideas for further events.
We welcome any ideas. If you have some, please
contact a member of the Wildcare Committee.
The event was held in Nerang with one of our favourite
guests, Martin Fingland from Geckos Wildlife Presentations, attending with an entourage of animals. Whilst one
of the primary aims of the day was to educate the children
on our native wildlife, it soon became apparent that our
children are a cut above the usual – and why wouldn’t they
be? After all, most frequently share their houses with all
manner of animals. It was very refreshing to see such enthusiasm and the knowledge demonstrated by the children
was inspiring. We must be doing something right! I know
Karen and I were very impressed, as was Martin. At one
point he even offered to let the children do the teaching!
continued on next page
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Coordinator Reports
REPTILES
Continued
As usual, Martin was entertaining with his tales about each
of his charges and as you can see by the pictures, the children were riveted. I must say it didn’t go unnoticed how
many adults snuck in as well! They all got to touch and
hold a lot of the animals as well. The reptile and amphibian
entourage was large (making me very happy) including:
some Green Tree and Magnificent Tree Frogs, a very large
Black Headed Python, who at one point was draped across
ten children at once, skinks, dragons and monitors. Some
more obscure reptiles were also introduced: a 3-year old
Salt Water Crocodile, Geckos, some Legless Lizards and an
adorable Perente. I would have taken this one home if I
didn’t have to be back in hospital (I do love my monitors)!
Some of the highlights of the day were Martin’s Barking
Owl and the Tawny Frogmouth. Both turned out to be kidmagnets, as were the mammals that quickly followed. First
came a Squirrel Glider, who was less than impressed about
the whole affair, but tolerated the children as well as could
be expected. Next came a delightful Golden Brush-Tail
Possum, who was right at home. In fact, he was so relaxed,
he was found on his back, fast asleep in his enclosure despite the excitement and noise in the room. Once awoken,
he soaked up all the attention showered on him and needless to say, his native diet for the day was trashed as he
enjoyed a feast of muffins (close your eyes possum carers)!
Oh well… a treat every now and then never killed anyone.
The possum was quickly followed by an elderly Bettong.
This gentle lady was co-operative for a short period before
taking refuge in her cage. Last but not least, the children
were treated to an animal not many get to see anymore: a
Spotted-Tailed Quoll. True to his species, his more aggressive nature was respected and he was admired from afar. I
know I had a ball as did everyone in attendance. Below are
some more pictures from the day for you to enjoy.
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2) Reptecon 2014
This year’s Reptile Conference, hosted by Pet City Mt Gravatt, was again a resounding success. The speakers were
entertaining and the meal was awesome. The speakers
covered a broad range of topics, from the techniques relating to reptile lighting and the veterinary considerations relating to reptiles, to talks on specific species, such as frogs
and skinks.
Kim and her dedicated team did a great job keeping the
day running and there was a special award of recognition
presented to Cheryl from Reptile Publications for her ongoing support and dedication to the reptile (and bird) industry. A cheque was then presented to Annette and Karen
for just over $2600. The night did not end there for me
though, as I enjoyed the company of the host and her family and most of the speakers until the early hours of the
morning. I, personally, would like to extend to Kim and
her staff and the other sponsors of the day a very big thank
you for another great and informative day.

ECHIDNA
By Karen Scott
The past few months have seen more echidnas coming into
care as they enter their mating/breeding season. Our Hotline volunteers have received an influx of calls reporting
echidnas moving around through the day.
Most admissions of injured echidnas have been as a result
of road trauma. Some are able to be successfully rehabilitated and returned to their native habitat, usually within a
six to eight week period.
After the mating season, comes the birthing season where
we may see orphaned young (called puggles) coming into
care. During the next few months, please ensure that any
dead echidna found near a road is checked carefully. If it
is a female she may be carrying a young one in her makeshift pouch. As it easily becomes detached from mum, it is
also important to check the surrounding areas carefully for
a puggle that has been thrown on impact.

MACROPOD
By Karen Scott
The winter months bring with them a considerable increase in the number of trauma-related calls for adult
kangaroos and wallabies and this year has been no exception. Our Trauma Carers have been kept extremely
busy over recent times with macropods being hit by cars, chased and attacked by dogs, entangled in fencing
and trapped in yards.
Our macropod joey carers have also been kept very busy and we have had to rely on placing many of the orphans, that have come into care, with other wildlife care groups.

KOALA
By Karen Scott
Sick koalas continue to make up the bulk of the koalas that have come into care over recent months with many
suffering from advanced symptoms of Chlamydia and immune-suppressed related diseases.
This year, we have seen very few orphaned koala joeys coming into care which has been great and hopefully
is an indication that the mothers and babies are staying out of trouble, rather than that there is a decline in
reproductive rate.
We are continually in need of more volunteers who are prepared to undertake training in the rescue of koalas.
If you live in an area where koalas are found, please contact Karen Scott so that we can see about getting you
trained and equipped to help.
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REHABILITATION

Burnt Feet

By Deborah Turnbull and Dr Tania Bishop, RSPCA

Every year a few possums come into care with burnt feet. These photos are aimed at assisting with the process of deciding whether to treat or euthanase. This possum would be considered as borderline. The burns
are about as bad as they could be if the possum was otherwise healthy. Any worse that this and euthanasia
is probably the best option. If the possum was in poor condition, the burns would need to be far less severe
than this, if you were considering going ahead with treatment.
Treatment and other factors to consider:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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PAIN MANAGEMENT IS ESSENTIAL.
Antibiotic treatment is required and will impact on the possum’s digestive system.
Housing and rehabilitation require a strict hygiene regime.
Topical treatment may be required.
Bandages and regular bandage changes may be required.
If treated at home by a wildlife carer, regular veterinary checks are essential.
Does the possum have pouch young? The injuries and treatment may cause mum to ‘throw’ her baby or impact on
her ability to properly care for her young. It may be in the mother’s best interests to remove joeys.
Joeys, particularly ringtails, need to be watched closely as lactation can stop from the stress of burns and babies
can starve.

By Deborah Turnbull

Not all carers can take babies to work. If work does not allow you to keep your babies inside in a quiet area, you need to respect this. Leaving babies in the car or at
the back door is not appropriate. You need to respect your employer and the animals
in your care. Consistent animal welfare must be your first consideration no matter
what animal you accept into your care.
Can you find a place at work that provides an environment that is similar to where the babies are at home
– similar light, temperature, sounds and smells? While an exact replica is not usually possible, keeping bedding well layered can usually reduce effects such as brighter light and air-conditioning. Taking babies to
work with you is not just about feeding them on time. They still need a warm dark environment, free from
sudden loud noises, unusual strong smells and sudden changes in temperature.
Is your work flexible enough to allow you to get to a vet quickly if necessary? When things go wrong with tiny
babies they tend to go very wrong, very quickly. Waiting two days for an after-hours appointment or waiting
until the weekend to drive to a wildlife hospital won’t work. If you have a sick baby, you need to be able to
get to a vet as soon as possible.
Some Mums seem to be able to do everything, others know they can’t and choose to limit the amount of wildlife caring they do to make sure they maintain the highest quality of care possible. 50% workload at 100%
quality is much better that 100% workload and 50% quality. In wildlife caring, anything below 100% quality
can result in the death of an animal. You also need to allow for emergencies in your own life, like sick kids
or a broken down car. No-one will criticise you if you do fewer animals but always do a fantastic job with the
ones you have.
How do you get to work? If you currently take public transport to work, this may need to change. It is not
realistic to take the baby, basket, heaters, milk, spare bags etc. on the bus every day. Even if you have a complete set-up at work that mirrors your home set-up, taking your baby on public transport may not be the best
situation for the baby. Even if you drive, how easy is it get from work to your car?
Carers who do rescues are often on call 24 hours, particularly trauma carers. If you are the only rescuer in
your area and you are frequently called out more than once during the night, fitting in babies on four-hourly
feeds and full-time paid employment may not work for you. Make a decision about what you can fit best
alongside your work and do that one thing well.
Some people can take babies to work, but night feeds over an extended period of time can increase fatigue.
This needs to be taken into consideration in some occupations. Shift workers may also face additional difficulties managing four-hourly feeds. In many cases, the nature of your job will dictate whether or not you
are able to care for babies that need frequent feeding.
It is a real joy to raise a tiny baby through to release, but it is also a big responsibility. Some years ago I
worked at a school where their behaviour code centred on rights and responsibilities. For every right, you
had a responsibility. Caring for orphaned babies is not a right, but it is a great responsibility. You earn the
right to care for babies through demonstrating responsible care and respect for all aspects of animal welfare.
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Is being a working Mum right for me?

EDUCATION

The immeasurable value of a tree
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•
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It takes up carbon dioxide;
It gives off oxygen;
It transpires and the water vapour forms clouds
and falls as rain;
Its roots hold the soil and prevent erosion;
Its roots form mutually beneficial relationships
with soil borne fungi. The tree provides the fungi
with energy. The fungi provide the tree with water and nutrients, which it may not otherwise be
able to access;
Its canopy provides shade and protection from
heavy rain and the heat of the sun to the soil, and
to more delicate plants, which grow beneath it;
Its canopy reduces the ambient temperature and
provides shelter and respite from the summer
heat for animals;
Its branches provide perches for birds;
A tall tree provides a lookout site for raptors;
Its trunk and branches provide support for vines
and epiphytic plants, such as orchids, lichens and
some ferns;
It is a host for parasitic plants, such as mistletoe,
some of which provide food for mistletoe birds
and many other species of birds and possums;
It provides a source of food directly or indirectly,
for animals too numerous to name, from microorganisms to large mammals and birds;
It provides homes and breeding sites for animals,
by providing building materials and support for
nests, and hollows for the 300 or so species of
hollow- dependant animals;
Its fallen leaves provide food and shelter for vertebrates and invertebrates and, both directly and
indirectly, return nutrients to the soil;

By Eleanor Hanger

The added value of a stand of trees
•

Stands of trees act as windbreaks;

•

They intercept particulate matter from polluted air;

•

They can absorb toxic substances in soils and polluted
waters;

•

Even when shedding branches or dying, they continue
to provide services to the environment;

•

Fallen branches provide food and shelter for vertebrates and invertebrates;

•

Hollows in dead trees provide shelter and breeding
sites for animals;

•

As they decay they return nutrients to the soil;

Why would we destroy such an asset?

By Eleanor Hanger

We returned from the Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference in Tasmania to
the most wonderful homecoming.
The fruit of the Cryptocarya was finally ripe and birds had come from near and far to partake of the feast.
Magnificent Wompoo Fruit Doves, spectacular Regent and Satin Bowerbirds, Figbirds and Currawongs to
name a few visited each day.
Exciting photographic evidence confirmed our belief that we have an Albert’s Lyrebird on the property. As
well as the lyrebird, captured on camera were a Noisy Pitta, Wonga Pigeon, Tawny frogmouth, Brush Turkey,
unidentified bird, rodent of some sort, Northern Brown Bandicoot, Long-nosed Bandicoot, Red-necked Pademelons, Swamp Wallaby, Red-necked Wallaby, Common brushtail possum, Short-eared possum, cats and a
fox. A few images were of one of the cats killing something – unfortunately the victim was not easily identifiable. However prior to the date of this occurrence I found three dead bodies - two rodents and one bird - in
just four days. It is extremely upsetting to think of the suffering these cats are causing through the negligence
of irresponsible and uncaring owners. Over the six week period there were dozens of images of one particular
cat which is wearing a collar and has quite distinctive markings. This area is obviously one of its favourite
hunting grounds, as it appears on camera numerous times during its nightly wanderings, for example visiting
on two or three occasions each night at around nine, shortly after midnight and again at about four-thirty.
This seemed to be its normal pattern give or take an hour or two.
When are our governments, local, state and federal, going to take their responsibilities seriously and protect
the flora and fauna in all of its amazing diversity not only for its intrinsic value, but also for the health and
well-being of the planet?
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Observations of an Amateur Naturalist

COMPASSIONATE KIDS

Compassionate

Kids
Terrific trees!!!

By Jasmine, Lilly and Jack Rasmussen

Trees and plant life are the most important part of our environment, as they provide many
of the essential things we and animals need to survive! Vegetation has many medicinal purposes
and provides us with clean oxygen to breath and food to eat. Animals need trees to live in and feed
off. Many native animals rely on native plants, and we are very fortunate in Australia as we have
many very unique and serviceable flora.
Trees are so very important to our native animals as they serve as a habitat and food source for our
wildlife, as well as a form of protection and shelter. It is important that there is plenty of native trees
in our Australian environment as there are animals living everywhere, and they all need homes and
food. Many animals are being driven into suburban backyards that are filled with weeds and foreign
plants, as their habitats are being destroyed in development programs for housing estates. Therefore, many animals are getting the wrong diet and suffering because of the lack of native vegetation.
It would be a great idea to replace weeds with some wonderful native plants to give the animals a
chance at surviving in residential areas. If you have a small backyard, grevilleas, bottlebrush and
some species of lilly pilly are a great idea as they are loved by the animals and are easy to maintain.
If your backyard has a bit more space, why not plant some beautiful eucalyptus trees, wattles or
banksias which provide lovely houses and food for the wildlife.
Native plants are extremely significant in the survival of our animals and are much needed in the
backyards of our homes so that we can share our habitat with our amazing animal friends!
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Australia Pelican Post

By Greg Grimmett

Dear Zac,
Australia Pelican Post apologizes for the tardiness and condition of this post.
Both damage and delay occurred as a result of an unfortunate incident involving one “Postal officer (First
Class) Percival Algernon Pelican” one of our most experienced and dedicated officers.
As you would know (although I am told the North Pole is serviced by R.R. Reindeer and Associates) the off
shore islands of Queensland are serviced by Australia Pelican Post.
Unfortunately in recent months our islands have been experiencing a series of extreme weather events which
caused havoc with our schedules. In an attempt to re-establish regular deliveries P.O. Percival Pelican took
the unheard of step of ignoring Plover Air Control and attempted a near suicidal take off in gale force winds
to ensure the mail got through.
After his preflight check at Dunwich airport P.O. Percival galloped down the sandbank at break neck speed
before lifting off with a heavy payload of letters (yours included) and having just cleared the oyster beds at the
end of the bank straining every sinew climbed slowly into the low overcast sky and gale force winds.
A veteran of more than 1,000 water over-flights, P.O. Percival shaped a course to the north and disappeared
from view into the zero visibility rain squalls buffeted by the violent gusts and streaming rain.
As ever Constable Amelia “Red” Brahminy Kite was on duty that afternoon at the One Mile eagle
roost lookout. She observed P.O. Percival rise slowly and just as he was disappearing into the glowering overcast and blinding rain squalls she observed the mail bag foul P.O. Percival’s undercarriage and tail feathers throwing our intrepid operative into an uncontrolled descent into the sea just
south of Horse Shoe Bay. She immediately raised the alarm with Stradbroke Volunteer Marine Dolphin Rescue who soon had their best paramedics equipped and ready for the swim of their lives.
No one had ever seen the Bay like this before. The swells were huge, the wind gale-force, the sea surface swept
by clouds of white foam and spindrift. Out there only the super strong and brave could hope to survive let
alone effect a successful rescue.
Luckily Stradbroke Volunteer Marine Dolphin Rescue had just such members willing and ready to try.
“Dol” and “Fin” had been training all their lives for just such a call out. With them went “Flipper” for interservice communications.
The terrific trio roared through the channel entrance out into the heaving windswept Caniopa Passage and
was immediately pummeled by rollers the like of which they had never experienced in training. Onwards they
swam porpoising higher and higher above the tumult in an attempt to get a clear breath and gain strength
for the further struggle. Even though their blow holes were usually 150mm above water level now, in this
maelstrom, they had to leap over two metres into the air just to gain a breath clear of stinging salt spray and
spume.
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Continued

Slowly they made progress having ultra-sounded Flipper that no Mayday was to be issued if they should
disappear from his sight. At the very limit of their strength they finally sighted P.O. Percival: just a slightly
whiter patch on the darkening foam covered sea. As the evening light finally faded, Dol gently nosed P.O.
Percival onto her back while Fin took control of the mail pouch that P.O. Percival had been struggling to keep
afloat. Having signaled a successful rescue to Constable Amelia “Red” Brahminy Kite through a series of high
speed broadband vocal squeaks, volunteer Flipper pleaded fin trouble and returned to base.
Through the dark of night Dol and Fin mothered their precious survivor (and his mail) back to shore. As
they arrived Dr Sandy Curlew checked out P.O. Percival and bound up his sprained metacarpals (his only
injuries) and called in Sea Eagle Heavy Airlift Services to carry P.O. Percival to SeaWorld for a period of rest
and recuperation.
The letters in the satchel were badly water damaged as you can see. We sent them to Ms Mabel Hen (of
Clucky Hen Incubation and Hatching Services for busy mothers –Motto-“You have-em We hatch-em”) who
undertook to dry out the letters and pluck out those that appeared decipherable so that they could continue
their onward journey.
Again I apologize for the tardiness of delivery and the damage to your letter. Be assured it was due to exceptional circumstances beyond the control of management.
Yours truly,
Red Knee Pied Oyster Catcher
Officer in Chief
Australia Pelican Post
PS: A fund has been set up to assist P.O. Percival in his recovery. Fish of small denominations can be left at
any branch of the Amity Bank.

Junior Members Activity Day
Wildcare is holding a Junior Members Activity Day on Sunday 28 September 2014.
This event will be held at Wacol and will run from 10.30am until 12 noon. Registration is open to children of
Wildcare members only.   This activity is designed for children between the ages of 5 and 12 (Primary School
age).
On the day there will be lots of fun activities, story telling, quizzes and games and prizes to be won.
Please email education@wildcare.org.au to register your children. Please include your child’s name and
age. Registrations are essential so that activity packs can be made for each child.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
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Australia Pelican Post
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Can you spot the differences in these two pictures of our auzzie animals in their native habitat?
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Find the differences

AND ALSO...

Grants
As a non-profit organisation we have been extremely fortunate over recent years to
obtain sponsorship and grants through a number of different programs.

REDLAND CITY COUNCIL
Council has recently providing funding of $9,970 under their Community Grants Program
for the purchase of rescue and rehabilitation equipment for the North Stradbroke Island
Wildcare volunteers.

CITY OF GOLD COAST
Wildcare was successful in obtaining $5,000 in funding from the City of Gold Coast through
their Community Grants Program. This funding will go towards our ongoing expenses relating to the Wildcare hotline, emergency response for critically injured wildlife and the
purchase of essential rescue equipment.

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT
AND HERITAGE PROTECTION
Funding has been approved for $4,450 for the purchase of koala rehabilitation equipment
and another koala trap for the Logan, Brisbane and Redland regions.

PET CITY MT GRAVATT - 2014 REPTECON
Sponsorship received from the Reptecon convention totaling $2,600 to be utilized for purchase of reptile rescue and rehabilitation equipment.

LOGAN CITY COUNCIL
Funding of $5,000 was received from Logan City Council’s EnviroGrant Program to assist
Wildcare to produce a Wildlife Educational Brochure & Pull-up Banner.

ENVIRONMENT and HERITAGE PROTECTION – KOALA RESCUE and REHABILITATION
GRANT - Wildcare is appreciative of the Queensland Government’s approval of a small funding application
to purchase specialised koala rehabilitation equipment to the value of $4,450.
SPONSORSHIPS
A $1,600 sponsorship was gratefully received from Pet City Mt Gravatt from the Repticon event.

23

Support Wildcare’s Members & Supporters

Our sincerest thanks to Greenleaf Images
for the use of several of their beautiful photographs in our promotional material. The
quality of the material would not be what it is,
without the use of these professional images.

Thank you!
TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS
ADOBE SOFTWARE
ASHMORE HOLIDAY VILLAGE
AUSTRALIA ZOO WILDLIFE WARRIORS
AUSTRALIAN BAT CLINIC
BEC FEED SOLUTIONS
BEECH MOUNTAIN STORE
BINNA BURRA TEA HOUSE
BRADLEY TREVOR GREIVE
BREEDERS CHOICE SEEDS
BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL
CHATEAU BEACHSIDE RESORT
CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
DAISY HILL KOALA CENTRE
DONORTEC
DORRATT DESIGN
FLEAYS WILDLIFE PARK
GAMBLING COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND
GECKO
GOLD COAST CITY COUNCIL
GOLD COAST POST FORMING
GREENLEAF IMAGES
INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR ANIMAL WELFARE
JOHN WILLIAMSON
LEWIS LAND CORPORATION

TO THE FOLLOWING VETS FOR THEIR DEDICATION AND TREATMENT OF OUR WILDLIFE
ALBERT STREET VET CLINIC
Beaudesert 5541 1233
ANIMAL EMERGENCY
CENTRE
St Lucia 3365 2110

KENILWORTH VET CLINIC
ANIMAL EMERGENCY SERVICE Kenilworth 5472 3085
Carrara 5559 1599
MANLY ROAD VET HOSPITAL
Underwood 3841 7011
Manly 3396 9733
AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE
MT. TAMBORINE VET
HOSPITAL
SURGERY
Beerwah 5436 2097
5545 2422
COAST VET
NOOSA VETERINARY
Burleigh Waters 5520 6820
SURGERY
Helensvale 5573 3355
Tewantin 5449 7522
Robina 5593 0300
CURRUMBIN VALLEY VET
SERVICES
PETER WILSON
Currumbin 5533 0381
CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY
Currumbin 5534 0813

LOGAN CITY COUNCIL
MARGIE SPIES
THE MOUSE’S HOUSE
NATURAL ARCH CAFÉ RESTAURANT
PETER the ORIGINAL POSSUM & BIRD MAN

www.possumman.com.au

Cr. PETER YOUNG
PRINT BY DESIGN
RSPCA
SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL
TAMBORINE MT. NATURAL HISTORY ASSOC.

www.johnwilliamson.com.au
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THE PINES SHOPPING CENTRE

GYMPIE & DISTRICT
VETERINARY
SERVICES
Gympie 5482 2488
Tin Can Bay 5486 4666

DR. BRIAN PERRERS
Southport 5591 2246
GCARE
Varsity Lakes 5593 4544
GREENCROSS
Mudgeeraba 5530 5555
Nerang 5596 4899
Oxenford 5573 2670
Southport 5531 2573

TOOWONG FAMILY VET
Toowong 3613 9644
TUGUN VETERINARY
SURGERY
Tugun 5534 1928
VETCALL
Burleigh 5593 5557
Mudgeeraba 5530 2204
WEST CHERMSIDE VET CLINIC
Stafford Heights 3359 0777
Note: UQ Small Animal Clinic St.
Lucia has now moved to the UQ
Gatton Campus.
St. Lucia has now moved to the UQ
Gatton Campus.
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